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73. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (Linn.). Moorhen. 


74, Furca arra (Linn.). Coot. 
Both of these species appeared in Perpignan market. 


75. Œprexemus scoLorax (Gmel.). Stone Curlew. 
On January 18th a beautiful specimen appeared in Per- 
pignan market, and two more the following morning. 


76. CHARADRIUs PLUVIALIS (Linn.). Golden Plover. 


77. VANELLUS vuLGARIs (Bechst.). Peewit. 

Golden Plover were frequently exposed for sale in Per- 
pignan, and two or three parties of Peewits noted near to 
Rivesaltes. 

78. Scororax rusticuna (Linn.). Woodcoek. 

79. GALLINAGO cÆLESTIS (Frenzel). Common Snipe. 

80. GALLINAGO GALLINULA (Linn.). Jaek Snipe. 

The Woodcock was remarkably abundant throughout the 
Department, and commonly exposed for sale. The Common 
and Jack Snipe were seen in Perpignan market, the former 
in considerable numbers. 


81. Toranus ocnropus (Linn.). Green Sandpiper. 
Purchased in the flesh in Perpignan. 


82. Larus canus (Linn.). Common Gull. 
A flock of what was believed to be this species observed 
between Narbonne and Salses. 


V.—WNotes on Woodpeckers.—No. XIII. On Geeinus gorii, 
and on the male of Poliopicus ellioti. By Epwarp Har- 
citt, F.Z.S. 


Tne object of this short paper is to draw the attention of 
naturalists to some interesting Woodpeckers which have 
recently come under my notice, the first being a species of 
Gecinus from Southern Afghanistan, the other bird being the 
male of the rare Poliopicus ellioti from the Congo. A skin of 
the above-mentioned Gecinus has been brought to this country 
by Brigade-Surgeon Aitchison, naturalist with the Afghan De- 
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limitation Commission, the bird having been shot by Captain 
Gore, R.E., on the 26th of October, 1884, at Paddé Sultan, on 
the Helmund. The species is allicd to G. squamatus, but differs 
from it in several important characters, which I give in my 
diagnosis. The nature of the country in which the present 
bird was found appears to be totally different from that inha- 
bited by the true G. sguamatus. Dr. Aitchison informs me that 
the only indigenous trees are Populus euphratica and Tamaris 
articulata ; these grow in the bed of the river, with numerous 
small tamarisks and reeds—the high banks being arid in the 
extreme, and bare of any thing in the way of vegetation ex- 
cept salsolaccous scrub. This was the only species of Wood- 
pecker procured by Dr. Aitchison, and, unfortunately, the 
specimen of which I am treating has been much injured 
about the head and neck by water. It was carefully examined 
by Dr. Aitchison, and proved to be a male, which one would 
expect, as it possesses the red head which characterizes the 
male of G. squamatus, and the same facial characters are to 
be traced even in its imperfect state. Upon examining the 
Gecini in the Hume Collection, I found a female of the pre- 
sent species which had been procured at Quetta (cf. Swinhoe, 
Ibis, 1882, p. 102) by Dr. Duke. It resembles the Paddé- 
Sultan bird in every respect, except that, being a female, it 
has the black crown, occiput, and nape belonging to that 
sex. I subjoin a bricf diagnosis of the species, and, at Dr. 
Aitchison’s request, I have named it after Capt. Gore, from 
whom he received the specimen. 


GECINUS GORII, sp. n. 
Gecinus squamatus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 102 (nec 

Vigors). 

G. similis G. sguamato, sed supra dilutius viridis ; tectricibus 
alaram et scapularibus saturatiore viridi transfasciatis ; 
plumis corporis inferioris squamosi lined nigra intra- 
marginali tenui ornatis; caudze fasciis transversis albis 
latis, fasciis nigris angustioribus (his in G. squamato 
latissimis, illis vero angustioribus). 

Hab. In Afghania meridionali. 
This is a desert form of G. squamatus, distinguished by 
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the following characters :—Above very pale green, the wing- 
coverts and scapularies barred with a darker green; the 
squamate markings on the uuderparts reduced to a thread- 
like intermarginal line; the light bars on the quills as broad 
as, or even broader than,,the black interspaces ; the tail 
creamy white, narrowly barred with brownish black, these 
bars showing but faintly on the under surface, which is 
strongly washed with golden yellow. 

Female. Similar to the male, but with the sexual distine- 
tion of the black crown, occiput, and nape. 

In the British Museum there is a female specimen of a 
Gecinus from Chughur Bala, Kaffirstan (Griffiths), obtained 
in March 1839, which I refer to G. squamatus, but it shows 
a slight tendency towards some of the characteristic points 
possessed by G. gorii. 

The second species which I have to mention in this paper 
is one I think likely to possess a great interest for students 
of African birds. When my paper “On the Woodpeckers 
of the Ethiopian Region” appeared in ‘ The Ibis’ in 1883, 
the rare African species Poliopicus ellioti of Cassin was 
known to science only from the female example procured by 
M. Du Chaillu on the river Muni, Western Africa, and con- 
tained in the Academy Museum of Philadelphia. Not having 
seen the type, I was uncertain whether its generic characters 
allied it to Dendropicus or to Campothera, and I placed it 
between these two genera. An examination of a male bird, 
which I have recently received from the Congo district, in- 
clines me to think I was right in so doing. The generic 
characters are distinct, but they are more those of Dendro- 
picus than of Campothera, and, judging by the plumage of 
the bird, one would infer that sueh wonld be the case. The 
male of this interesting species (of which I am the fortunate 
possessor) is evidently a fully adult bird, and was obtained 
by M. Lucan, at Landana, in November 1882. Its diagnosis 
is as follows :— 

g. Feminz similis, sed pileo postico et oceipite vividé scar- 
latinis. 


